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what people say about Re-use Hawai‘i

"Re-use Hawai‘i, from inception to final, pristine site answered my deepest 
concern as I faced the complete removal of my old family home.  I couldn't bear 
the idea of a great claw smashing up a place of refuge for three generations, or the 
heaps of waste carried off to a dump to feed the waste stream.  Enter Re-use 
Hawai‘i with its team of meticulous, polite workers who quietly and carefully 
deconstructed my house, board by board and nail by nail, preserving 70% of the 
best old growth timber and other materials.  From Palolo Valley to the North 
Shore of O‘ahu, homes are taking shape with pieces of my walls and rafters, like a 
bone marrow transplant, bringing life beyond my heritage.  In addition, I'll enjoy a 
substantial deduction for contributing to this non-profit organization.  I am 
grateful beyond measure for the green conscience of Re-use Hawai‘i."

-Dana Anderson, Nu‘uanu Valley, Honolulu

“During the deconstruction, I was amazed at the organization, skill, efficiency and 
general cleanliness of the operation.  I'm pleased with the amount and quality of 
materials we were able to salvage from the old home, and we look forward to the 
chance to use these materials in our new home.”

-Mark Ariyoshi, Kaimuki, Honolulu

“I would like to express my and Architects Hawaii’s appreciation for what Re-use 
Hawai‘i is doing in our community.  We have an immense and, so far, unfulfilled 
need for salvaged and reused building materials.  Some important components [of 
sustainable thinking] are to reduce the demand for newly harvested resources, to 
reduce the use of non-renewable energy for manufacturing and transportation, 
and to eliminate non-biodegradable waste in our landfills and environment 
generally.  Material reuse elegantly addresses all these factors.”

-David Bylund, Senior Associate, Architects Hawaii

“We employed Re-use Hawai‘i in the deconstruction process [of a military 
warehouse] including the salvage of all wood and re-useable corrugated roofing 
and the process worked rather smoothly due to the diligent effort of Re-use 
Hawai‘i.  The process was published in the local television and newspaper and was 
praised as a step in the right direction towards keeping material out of the 
landfill.”  

-Richard Bauske, President, Bauske Environmental, Inc

Deconstruction Economics
for this whole house deconstruction

Deconstruction

Deconstruction* $14,575

total upfront costs $14,575

donation value (conservative estimate by Donation Solutions) $31,000

tax savings** (after-tax value of donated materials) $8,680

donation appraisal cost $1,100

Cost - after tax benefit - $6,995

*deconstruction takes 12-14 working days

**assuming a tax-bracket of 28%
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Re-use Hawaii Warehouse, Kaka’ako
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